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BMTC starts feeder service on two
routes from K.R. Pura metro station

Many employees from companies along the ORR have started utilising the service

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ith the entire
WPurple Line of
Namma Metro

now operational, Tran-
sport Minister Ramalinga
Reddy on Wednesday in-
augurated Bengaluru Me-
tropolitan Transport Cor-
poration (BMTC) feeder
bus services from K.R. Pu-
ra metro station to Central
Silk Board, catering to
commuters in the tech cor-
ridor of the Outer Ring
Road (ORR).

The BMTC launched
feeder services on two
routes originating at K.R.
Pura metro station.

The first route runs
from K.R. Pura to Central
Silk Board, with a frequen-

cy of 5 minutes during
peak hours and 8 minutes
during non-peak hours.
The second route is a
circular service from-and-
to K.R. Pura metro station
via Marathahalli, Kundala-
halli, ITPL, and Garuda-
charpalya, operating every
5 minutes during peak
hours and every 10 mi-

Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy inaugurated BMTC feeder bus
services from K.R. Pura metro station to Central Silk Board.

nutes during non-peak
hours. The BMTC has also
introduced Route 3, con-
necting Kadugodi to Kadu-
godi via Hope Farm, ITPL,
Graphite India, AECS
Layout gate, and Route 4
from Kadugodi to Maratha-
halli via Hope Farm, Var-
thur Kodi, and Siddapura.

On Wednesday morn-

ing, Mr. Reddy, accompa-
nied by M.V. Rajeev Gow-
da, vice-chairperson of the
State Institute For The
Transformation of Karna-
taka (SITK), BMTC manag-
ing director G. Sathyavathi,
Srinivas Alavilli, a fellow at
WRI, and Manas Das, presi-
dent of the Outer Ring
Road Companies’ Associa-
tion (ORRCA), boarded a
bus at K.R. Pura metro sta-
tion.

Many employees from
different companies along
the ORR also utilised the
bus service.

The Personal2Public in-
itiative launched by B.PAC
and WRI India has been
encouraging people to shift
from personal vehicles to
public transport at least
twice a week.
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ECONOMIC TIMES

CEOs OF ORACLE, GOLDMAN SACHS, INTEL, VMWARE TAKE BUSES; JOIN WALK THE TALK INITIATIVE

Use Public Transport Twice a Week: Minister Tells CEOs

BEATING TRAFFIC WOES As BMTC starts feeder buses connecting ORR to KR Puram metro station, techies, corporate heads laud move

Mrunmayee.Kulkarni @time-
sgroup.com

Bengaluru : Wednesday morning
saw many of Bengaluru'’s technolo-
gy workers including CEOs and se-
nior government officials boarding
buses from the new expanded purple
metro line to the Intel campus on the
outer ring road (ORR), as transport
minister Ramalinga Reddy added 38
new buses to the Bangalore Metro-
politan Transport Corporation
(BMTC)fleet.

The minister urged the tech belt’s
bestand the brightest, to takean oath
to use public transport at least twice
a week to reduce congestion along
the ORR. “We are planning to pur-
chase 2,000 more buses this year...Th-
erewill bealot of changes in the next
sixmonths in BMTC,” he said.

The Bangalore Metro Rail Corpora-
tion (BMRCL) is building a metro
line from Central Silk Board to KR
Puram via the ORR stretch, forcing

V4™

authorities to plan several measures
todeal with vehicle congestion.
Heads of companies like Oracle,
Goldman Sachs, Intel, and VMware
took the buses as a part of the ‘Walk
the talk’ initiative by research orga-
nisation WRI India, aimed at model-
ling a public transport habit to the
people. They joined the transport

Murthy

g5 off new feeder buses from KR Pu-
N

minister, the MD of BMTC Sathya-

vathi. G, Bangalore Metro Rail Cor-
poration Limited (BMRCL) MD An-
jum Parwez, and State Institute For
The Transformation of Karnataka
(SITK) vice chairman M.V Rajeev
Gowdaamongothers.

“The aim here is to move people
from private to public transport.

RAMALINGA REDDY

Transport minister
Weare planning to purchase
2,000 more buses this
year..There will bealot of
changesin the next six
monthsin BMTC

Feeder buses will make last mile con-
nectivity seamless here,” said Gow-
da. Using public transport like met-
ros, he added, will reduce any stress
people might have while going to
workaboutnotnotmakingitontime.
“The onus is now on the people to
overcomeany hesitation they have in
using buses and metros and to take
thefirststep,” hesaid.

The new metro feeder buses will be
available from the KR Puram Metro
station along five routes to the ORR
and will run every five minutes. The
launch follows the long awaited
opening of the completed purple
metro line to Whitefield on Monday.

Companieslauded the metro-feeder
buses, saying they would take steps
to encourage the use of public trans-
port among their own employees as
well. There are, however, some issues
pending with last-mile connectivity,
VMware MD Ramkumar Narayanan
told ET. “When we get off the buses,
we still see broken footpaths, lack of
streetlights, bad arterial and sub ar-
terialroads...it makes it unsafe to get
home from the bus stops,” he said.
The civic bodies must work in tan-
dem with each other to resolve peo-
ple’s issues so that they take to using
public transport, headded.

The ORR has about five technology
parks, 500 technology companies, 10-
151akh employees and about five lakh
cars trying to enter the parking ar-
eas, which often causes gridlocks.
Theroad sees almost 3.5lakh cars ev-
ery day. Two weeks ago, there was a
massive traffic jam on the stretch,
trapping techies, buses and other ve-
hicles on the road for almost four
hours.
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Tech titans all aboard feeder buses

| Bangalore Mirror Bureau
mybangaloremirror
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMirror

ith the much-awaited Namma

Metro Purple line from White-

field (Kadugodi) to Challaghat-

ta now operational, Bangalore
Metropolitan Transport Corporation
(BMTC) has launched high-frequency
feeder bus services to improve connectiv-
ity between the Outer Ring Road (ORR)
and the various metro stations.

As part of the Personal2Public out-
reach program, which aims to inspire
commuters to use public transport at least
twice a week, the Transport Minister,
Ramalinga Reddy, and Professor Rajeev
Gowda, Vice Chairperson, State Institute
For The Transformation of Karnataka
(SITK) along with many CEOs, CxOs and
senior management, chose to ‘Walk the
Talk’ by riding the Metro feeder buses trav-

CEOs rom companies on ORR take
metro feeder by BMTC

elling from the KR Pura Metro station to
Intel’s Ecospace office. Professor Rajeev
Gowda further administered an oath to
the audience comprising tech honchos to
use public transport (metro/bus/com-
muter rail) at least twice a week.

A first-of-its-kind outreach program,
Personal2Public aims to inspire commut-

ers to use public transport at least twice a
week. It is a citizen-led initiative support-
ed by WRI India, the Bangalore Political
Action Committee (B.PAC), corporate and
civil society organisations, auto driver
unions, and research organisations. The
initiative is also actively supported by
BMTC, Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation
Limited (BMRCL), Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP), Directorate of
Urban Land Transport (DULT), and
Bangalore Traffic Police (BTP) in their
efforts to improve connectivity to the
metro for residents and employees in and
around the ORR.

Srinivas Alavilli, Fellow, WRI India,
said, “WRI India is delighted with the
steps taken by the government to inte-
grate metro and bus for a better commute
and by the active participation of corpo-
rate sector to encourage their employees
to switch. As responsible citizens, we can
take small actions that add to transforma-
tive change.”
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ompanies on ORR want to buy Metro
smart cards in bulk for their employees

Times News NETWORK

Bengalru: Honchos of several top
companies located along Outer
Ring Road joined forces with civic
activists and other stakeholders on
Wednesday, to promote use of pub-
lic transport by their employees.

The company chiefs and others
accompanied transport minister
Ramalinga Reddy and other offi-
cials on board a newly launched
BMTC feeder bus at KR Puram
Metro station. The team travelled
till Intel Ecospace. Determined to
promote use of public transport by
its employees, several companies
along ORRarealready intalks with
Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation
Limited on bulk purchase of smart
cards for their staffers.

ORRCA president Manas Das
said: “We are persuading our mem-
ber-companies to incentives em-
ployees using public transport. We
are requesting the companies, if
they can afford, to give free passes
to the employees or subsidise them
insome way.” BMRCL confirmed it
is getting enquiries from compa-
nies along ORR and in Whitefield
on bulk purchase of smart cards.
BMRCL chief PRO BL Yeshawanth
Chavan told TOI that a company in
Whitefield has already purchased
500 smart cards for its employees.

“At present, passengers are us-
ing contactless smart cards and
National Common Mobility Cards
to travel by Metro. We are in discus-
sion with companies that are look-
ing for bulk purchase of smart
cards and modalities are being
worked,” the official said.

K Sunil Prasad

COMING TOGETHER TO EASE COMMUT!
anas Das, Outer Ring Road Companies Association (ORRCA)
president; Ramkumar Narayana_n. MD, VMware; Jayen Desai, chief

of staff VMware & co-four

ility Ec Connect;

Muthu Ranganathan, senior director Oracle and Jayaram
S Govindaiah from CiRE were among those who took the bus ride

along with port

Reddy.

MD of VMware, Ramkumar
Narayanan, said: “Using public
transport is the way forward. Feed-
er services from Metro stations
make travelling more convenient
for regular commuters. When
BMRCL had opened Metro servic-
es on the Green Line, we started
providing feeder services from Ye-
lachenahalli to our campus in JP
Nagar. On ORR, once the author-
ities decide on new passes, we will
take measures to incentivise em-
ployees using public transport.”

Commuters have been de-
manding that both BMRCL and
BMTC provide common platform
for purchase of tickets. Represen-
tatives of Slum Dwellers Founda-
tion, Bangalore Apartments Fed-
eration, Greenpeace, Alli Serona,

Mobility Agenda and HSR Layout
Citizen Group, CiRE, BPac and
WRI India were also present. The
initiative was part of Person-
al2Public campaign to promote use
of public transport. Vice-chair-
man of State Institute for Transfor-
mation of Karnataka, Rajeev Gow-
da, urged employees to use public
transport at least twice a week.

Reinstate bus-priority lane
Urban expert RK Misra said: “On
priority, BBMPand BMRCLshould
reinstate bus-priority laneon ORR,
wherever feasible. Now, most Met-
ro construction on the median of
the road is complete between Iblur
and KR Pura. Barring station work
areas, the priority lane can be rein-
stated on thisstretch.”
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BENGALURU, DHNS

he BMTC on Wednesday
Tlaunched a new metro

feeder route from the
KR Pura metro station to Silk
Board on the Outer Ring Road
(ORR), besides three others
for the east and southeastern
parts.

The buses were officially
launched by Transport Min-
ister Ramalinga Reddy at the
KR Pura metro station early
on Wednesday morning, fol-
lowingwhich, hewentonaride
inthe firstbus with MV Rajeev
Gowda, vice-chairpersonofthe
State Institute for the Transfor-
mation of Karnataka; G Sathya-
vathi, managing director, Ben-
galuruMetropolitan Transport
Corporation (BMTC);and oth-
er officials.

A total of 38 buses — both
AC and non-AC — will be run-
ningon four new feeder routes
to connect more people to the
metro, especially employeesin
the ORR and other companies
in the city’s eastern and south-
eastern parts.

Urging everyone to collab-
orate with government bodies
for collective action, Sathya-
vathi appealed to the CEOs
to adopt a bus shelter and up-
grade them with the BBMP.

Gowda, who collaborated
with several agencies to push
for the greater adoption of
public transport in the city,
explained the government’s
vision to make 75% of the pop-
ulation shift to public trans-
port. He administered an oath

DECCAN HERALD

DH

&=

DECCAN HERALD

Minister flags oftf BM'TC’s metro
feeder services to I'T corridor

Transport Minister Ramalin Reddytra

eII inaBMTCbus
during the launch on Wednesday. bH PHOTO/BK JANARDHAN

Bus routes

m 22 buses on the V-MF-1C
route from the KR Pura
metro station to Central
Silk Board via
Mahadevapura,
Marathahalli bridge,
Kadubeesanahalli, and
Agara.

m 8 buses on the MF-2
route from and to KR
Pura metro station via
Mahadevapura,
Marathahalli bridge,

to the audience to use public
transport at least twice a week
and encouraged the public to
dosoaswell.

Yulu co-founder RK Misra
hinted at providing free met-
ro passes to the employees of

Kundalahalli Gate,
Graphite India, and
Garudacharapalya.

® 4 buses on the MF-3
route from Kadugodi to
Marathahalli via Hope
Farm, ITPL, Graphite
India, AECA Layout.

m 4 buses on
the MF-4 route from
Kadugodi to Maratha-
halli via Hope Farm, Var-
thur Kodi and Siddapura.

companiesalongthe ORRwho
prove theyare taking the metro
and the feeder buses.

Several CXOs (chief expe-
rience officers) of Outer Ring
Road Companies Association
(ORRCA) member companies

New AC

e-buses to
airport

BMTC managing
director G Sathyavathi
revealed the transport
corporation’s plans to
procure 320 AC electric
buses that will be oper-
ated to the Kempegowda
International Airport,
while scrapping old Volvo
buses. “We will be adding
another1,000 electric
buses to our fleet and will
berecruiting more crew.”

rode on two of the feeder bus-
es towards Intel’s Ecospace
office on the ORR, in a bid to
encourage their employeesto
use them to commute to office.

The feeder bus service was
the result of B.PAC and WRI
India’s Personal2Publicinitia-
tive of encouraging people to
use public transport at least
twice a week.

Public transport

MN Anucheth, Joint Commis-
sioner of Police (Traffic), said
that using public transport is
the onlylong-term solution to
ease the city’s traffic conges-
tion.

“In just two days (Monday
and Tuesday), we could see at
leasta 20% decrease in traffic
volume in four junctions —
NGEF, Benniganahalli, Tin
Factory, and Lowry,” he told
DH.
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A power-push for public transport: CEOs, CXOs board feeder buses for last-mile
Metro connectivity
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About a decade and a half ago, when I had the opportunity to interview S Ramadorai, the then CEO S . =
and MD of Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), he had emphatically shared how he seeks opportunities
in adversities. =

Fifteen years later, on October 11 2023, [ witnessed a
similar sentiment among the CEOs and CXOs of
Bengaluru's top IT companies who had gathered outside
the newly-opened KR Pura Metro station, on a sultry
Wednesday morning.

The event was held at the KR Pura metro station

premises. (Supplled)
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Feeder buses for Metro connectivity

Kamataka Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy and Prof Rajeev Gowda, ex MP and the Vice
Chairman of the State Institute for the Transformation of Karnataka and Brand Bengaluru
inaugurated 35 feeder Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport Corporation (BMTC) Metro feeder service

buses. These buses are expected to facilitate the connection to the new purple line section from KR

Pura Metro station to ORR (Silkboard) and Whitefield that was thrown open to the public on October 9

20Z5.

g, Making this dream of lakhs of Bengalureans come true is
& F the team at #Personal2Public, which is an initiative to
inspire the citizens to switch to public transport at least
twice a week in order to reduce traffic congestion and
poliution.

“Today, ORR is dream destination for many people who

Feeder buses to connect newly opened Purple Line  come here to work. We are now going to make their
metro stations. {Suppliad) mobility better because of this partnership between DULT,
BMRCL, BMTC, BEMP and BTE auto unions and
aggregators, civil society groups, research organisations
and corporates,” shares Srinivas Alavallj, senior fellow at WRI India, who spearheaded this initiative.
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The supply-demand balance

Once known for its pleasant weather, large lakes, lush gardens, the IT hub of India — Bengaluru
seems to have earned the ill-repute of suffering the worst traffic nightmares. Case in point is
September 27 2023 when a massive, unprecedented gridlock on Bengaluru city's tech corridor, the
Outer Ring Road {ORR), left Bengalureans fuming Several motorists complained that they took about
four hours to cover 15 km. Parents were worried as students, stuck in the bumper-to-bumper traffic,
reached home late in the night. Traffic victims of this day might even live to tell this tale to their

future generations.

To address this concern, Bengaluru's city planners, urban
architects and environmentalists have been tirelessly
making a case for an increased and sustained use of public
transport, which influences the urban road system in

many ways.

The inauguration of the feeder buses is the beginning, says
Manas Das, President of Quter Ring Road Companies Clty planners, urban architects and
Association (ORRCA). environmentalists have been making a casefora

sustalned use of public transport. (Supplled|
“This is a 12-year-old organisation that has been working

with 500 companies and 9,50,000 people on the Quter

Ring Road. We met the Deputy CM of Karnataka, DK Shivakumar, recently, where we tabled all the
issues. On the supply side, we are trying to solve road-related issues, frequency of transport, overall
walkability, bus shelters etc. The demand side involves P2P adoption. If we don't adopt, the
government is going to question us. We are trying to balance both the sides. The idea is to show the

government that there is a phenomenal number of people using it,” explains Das.
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Walk the talk

It's a given that the CEQ of any organisaton helps change happen by communicating its significance,
modeling the desired changes, and getting personally involved. This is exactly what the campaign
aims to achieve too, if you were wondering why CEOs and CXOs were part of the bus-ride activity. But
given our cynical nature, the obvious next question is — will they actually use public transport?

“CEOs taking this ride is symbolic. They don't need to. It is
the 95% of employees in any organisation that need to. For
instance, I took the Metro today. So what's the message 1
am taking forward? If 80-90% of a company takes public
transport, that's half the congestion battle won,”
highlights Das.

=Personal2Public initlative aims to insplre citizens  However, Ravi Chandar, who works on city causes,andis a
to switch to public transport. (Supplied) self- described patron saint of lost causes, disagrees.
“CXO0s and CEOs have to walk the talk. They must adopt
public transport because if they do it, they will have the

right to demand it from their employees,” he insists.

Rajeev Gowda calls this Personal to Public initiative a historic moment for Bengaluru. CEOs, he urges,

will lead by example.

For Ram Narayanan, VP and MD of VMWare, who took the Metro from Nallurhalli to KR Pura Metro
this morning, symbolism is the first step. The message of using public transport needs to spread
within and beyond the organisation, he remarks. “As I was on the train, I put out a Linkedin post. By
being part of this activity I am also sending a message to my peers in the industry to join me,” he tells
South First.
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Can Bengaluru emulate Mumbai’s public transport system?

feanwhile, it was only earlier this year, in a report published by Time Qut, where Mumbai ranked at
number 19 on a list of cities with the world's best public transport, thanks to its intricate local train

network. In fact, it was the only Indian city on the list.

Perhaps what unites Mumbai and Bengaluru is that its people don’t have the luxury of time. Can

Bengaluru then adopt a system similar to Mumbai?

Comparison is not a good idea, says Das. Attributing to the
difference in the scale and movement of traffic, he points
out that competing with Mumbai's model would be
difficult.

Chandar concurs. Mumbai has twice the population of

Bengaluru, but it has half the vehicular population of the
latter. 1f there is connectivity, more people will travel in

the Metro. (Supplied)
“Bengaluru has four times more vehicular stress compared

to Mumbai,” he adds.

But if this campaign becomes a role model, adoption will be easier, notes Das. "When someone sees
that the Whitefield and ORR corridors are successful in doing it, the fever will spread. When
corporates and white-collar working professionals spread the word, movements like this will become

endemic,” he asserts.

Does this mean Bengaluru is ushering in a new era of creating a unique role model for sustainable use

of public transport?

Narayanan believes it is. “For the first time, any of us living in Whitefield can take public transport to
get anywhere. Buses always existed but it was not as convenient as finding your nearest Metro station,

getting on it and reaching your destination,” he details, rushing to board the bus for its debut ride.
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In public transport, we trust

Packed with media professionals elbowing their way through to get bytes from the Transport Minister,
CEOs and CXOs, we surely got a VIP ride to reach Intel's Eco Space campus in Bellandur, in a record 26
minutes. Will this be a norm though oris it a purely one-day wonder given the stature of dignitaries
riding on it?

“Carlier the population of the city was less. Now it is about 14 crore. So we have to take measures to
improve the transport. Particularly where the Metro is running, connectivity is important. If the
connectivity is there, more people will travel in the metro. That way, the congestion will come down,”
Ramalinga Reddy, Transport Minister shares with South First while assuring that more buses will be

launched this year.

For Chandar, this is a long, overdue initiative. He is
hopeful that the experience with the feeder buses along
the KR Pura and ORR stretch will result in a similar
demand for feeder buses zlong the entire Metro network.
This, he says, is imperative in improving the ridership of

the Metro and reducing the burden of private vehicles on

the road.
A pledge was taken by all participants to use public

transpart at least twice a week. (Suppllad) “My fervent hope is that this will lead to a greater demand.
Once you have market forces, bus manufacturers will
launch smaller buses, which will be more economical for
feeder buses,” he explains.

Speaking at the pledge ceremony at the Intel campus, Revathy Ashok, Managing Trustee and CEO of
Bangalore Political Action Committee, requested the minister for 15,000 additional buses. “Today ,we
are at 6,500 buses. We need 15,000 more. Our next project is the Inner Ring Road connecting Indira
Nagar to Domlur to Koramangla. That is going to be another big one, exactly like the Quter Ring Road.

So, let’s launch the next one,” she says, calling for support.

Chandar believes it's all about a behavioural mind shift. Politicians, bureaucrats and CEOs can play a

crucial role, he affirms.

The last mile

For urban architect RK Misra it was heartening to see the initiative finally transpire. “The Whitefield
Metro has been in the coming for so many years. I think the Metro and public transport are the only
solutions to the city's traffic woes. We have over 1.2 crore vehicles registered in the city for 1.4 crore
people. At any given time, there are 30 lakh vehicles on the road. And we have only 1000 km of arterial,
sub-arterial roads. Every kilometre has over 3000 vehicles on average, which is unsustainable. So
unless we get on public transport, there won't be a solution,” he emphasises.

Stressing the need for bus priority lanes, he adds, “When people see that the buses are going faster
than other vehicles, and that they offer connectivity to the Metro, they will be more willing to take the
Metro."
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Rajeev Gowda reminds the crowd that when they leamned about this as part of the newly formed
government, there was excitement. “We had promised in our manifesto that we would shift people to
public transport. We have a grand ambition of making travel 75% on public transport and the first step
was taken today,” he assures, urging everyone to join him in taking the pledge to support and use
public transport.

The public-private partnership seems to be a viable model. Because as cities evolve, so must transit.
And we are sure that Bengalur remains hopeful of these baby steps to a million miles — or in this
case, the last mile!

Also Read: Stuck in traffic, Bengaluru doctor runs 3 km to operate on a patient
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Bengaluru: 37 BMTC feeder buses to bridge
last-mile gap between KR Puram Metro
station and Outer Ring Road

Route 2 buses will travel from KR Puram station and back via Marathahalli-Kundalahalli-
Garudacharpalya at a frequency of five minutes and 10 minutes during peak and non-peak hours,
respectively.

By: Express News Service UNewsGuard

Bengaluru | Updated: October 11, 2023 20:42 IST
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The Metro feeder buses will operate on two routes. (File)
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Karnataka Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy Tuesday flagged off 37 BMTC
(Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport Corporation) feeder buses that will ply hetween
KR Puram metro station and the Silk Board Junction on the Outer Ring Road (ORR).
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The launch of Metro feeder buses came in the wake of the BMRCL (Bangalore Metro
Rail Corporation Limited) operationalising the Baiyappanahalli-KR Puram and the
Kengeri-Challaghatta sections of the Metro Purple Line.

The move also came in the wake of the ‘personalZpublic’ campaign launched by
Prof Rajeev Gowda, vice chairman of the State Institute For Transformation of
Karnataka (SITK). The campaign encourages residents to switch to public transport
at least twice a week in order to reduce traffic congestion and pollution.

The buses will operate on two routes. Route 1 feeder buses will ply from KR Puram
metro station to Silk Board via Marathahalli-Kadubeesanahalli-Iblur at a frequency
of five minutes during peak hours and eight minutes during non-peak hours.

Route 2 buses will travel from KR Puram station and back via Marathahalli-
Kundalahalli-Garudacharpalya at a frequency of five minutes and 10 minutes
during peak and non-peak hours, respectively.
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While Metro feeder buses answer the challenge of last-mile connectivity, the launch
of feeder buses also aims to reduce traffic on the ORR and encourage Metro use,
said transport experts.

@ ANI & X
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#WATCH | Bengaluru, Karnataka: Karnataka Transport
Minister and Congress leader Ramalinga Reddy says,
"More and more people should travel in the metro...
That's why we are providing connectivity... To provide last-
mile connectivity, we have to give more buses... We are
planning... Show more
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According to the BMRCL, the Baiayappanahalli-Whitefield section recorded a

ridership of 61,179 on October 9 and 72,712 on October 10. Earlier, this section used

to record an average daily ridership of around 28,000.

ALSO READ

Bengaluru: Traffic High drama as BJP Bengaluru man Bengaluru needs a
congestion MLA stages who objected to second airport to
witnesses a dip at protest, falls to Ganesh procession manage 92 million
KR Puram Junction Karnataka Dy CM D celebrations passengers by
after ... K Shivak... murdered in ... 2032-...

While traveling in one of the newly inaugurated feeder buses, the transport

minister said, “We want more people to travel in the metro... by deploying more

feeder buses. We are also planning to purchase 2,000 more buses this year. The
will be a lot of changes in the next six months for the BMTC.”

The Indian Express Pvt Lid
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35 Bengaluru Metro feeder buses inaugurated;
CEOs, top bureaucrats take bus ride

Karnataka Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy inaugurated 35 new metro feeder buses
on Wednesday. CEOs, IAS officers and IPS officers in the city took a BMTC bus ride after
the inauguration.

@ Listen to Story @ Share
AOVERTISEMENT
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freedom.
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y inaugurated the 35 reeder buses, which will ogperate on

Bengaluru. UPDATED: Oct 11, 2023 19:20 IST

As many as 35 Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport Corporation (BMTC) Metro feeder
service buses were inaugurated in Bengaluru on Wednesday. These feeder buses
will facilitate the connection to the new purple line section that became

operational on Monday.

Karnataka Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy inaugurated the 35 feeder buses,
which will operate on two routes in the city. The transport minister highlighted
that significant changes are in the pipeline for BMTC in the next six months, and
the government is planning to purchase an additional 2,000 buses.
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“More people should travel in the Metro. That's why we are providing connectivity.
To provide last-mile connectivity, we have to give more buses. We are planning to
purchase 2,000 more buses this year. There will be a lot of changes in the next six
months for BMTC," Reddy said while travelling in one of the newly inaugurated
feeder buses.

Vice-chairman of the State Institute for Transformation of Karnataka (SITK)
Professor Rajeev Gowda said, “People will make this switch because it's safer and
more comfortable. We will all be happier and more productive. This will ease traffic
congestion. One bus will carry 75 people, while one car will carry two people. One
bus will help remove 36 cars on the road.”

CEOs, IAS officers, and IPS officers took a BMTC bus ride from KR Puram Metro to
Intel Ecospace after the inauguration.

The feeder bus routes are as follows:
- KR Pura Metro to Silk Board via Marathahalli-Kadubisanahalli-ibluru
- KR Pura Metro and back via Marathahalli-Kundalahalli-Graphite Indiam

Edited By: Vadapalli Nithin Kumar Published On: Oct 11 2023
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THE NEWS MINUTE

BMTC launches feeder bus services
from KR Pura metro station: Full
details

The BMTC feeder buses will run at intervals of five minutes during peak
hours and eight minutes during non-peak hours, connecting the KR Pura
station to the Central Silk Board.

Rajeev Gowda with the feeder BMTC bus
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With the Bengaluru Metro’s Purple Line from Challaghatta to Whitefield,
becoming fully operational, the Bangalore Metropolitan Transport
Corporation (BMTC) launched a new high-frequency feeder bus service on
Wednesday, October 11. These feeder buses will run at intervals of five
minutes during peak hours and eight minutes during non-peak hours,
connecting the KR Pura station to the Central Silk Board. The service was
inaugurated by Karnataka Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy.

BMTC has launched feeder services along two routes that start from the KR
Pura metro station. The first route goes from KR Pura to the Central Silk
Board, with a frequency of five minutes during peak hours and eight
minutes during non-peak hours. The second route is a circular service that
travels to and from the KR Pura metro station, passing through
Marathahalli, Kundalahalli, ITPL, and Garudacharpalya. This route operates
every five minutes during peak hours and every ten minutes during non-
peak hours.

During the launch, Karnataka Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy was
accompanied by MV Rajeev Gowda, Vice-Chairperson of the State Institute
For The Transformation of Karnataka (SITK), BMTC Managing Director G
Sathyavathi, Srinivas Alavilli, a fellow at the World Resources Institute
(Integrated Transport and Road Safety), and Manas Das, President of the
Outer Ring Road Companies’ Association (ORRCA). Joint Commissioner of
Police (Traffic), Bengaluru City, MN Anucheth also participated in this
initiative called ‘Personal2Public’.

The 'Personal2Public’ campaign held at the Intel office drew a diverse
group of stakeholders, including government officials, citizen groups,
corporate employees working in the ORR and others. Participants pledged
to use public transport at least twice a week.

Prominent campaigners, including MV Rajeev Gowda, Srinivas Alavilli, and
Revathy Ashok, CEO of the Bangalore Political Action Committee (B.PAC),
lauded the initiative as a significant step in promoting a shift to public
transport. The first bus departed from KR Pura station around 9.15 am and
reached Intel's RMZ Ecospace office at Bellandur in 30 minutes.
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Traffic Commissioner MN Anucheth said that 20 percent reduction in traffic
on Old Madras Road was observed following the full operation of the Purple
Line, with significant improvements at junctions like NGEF, Byappanahalli,
and Tin Factory. The entire Whitefield-Challaghatta Metro corridor (Purple
Line) commenced passenger service on October 9.
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Bengaluru Purple Line Welcomes 38 New Metro Feeder
Buses
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HIGHLIGHTS

. Executives Pledge Commitment to Public
M Transport

to serve commuters at various metro stations across the city.

Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy inaugurated this initiative outside the KR Puram Metro
Station, and the occasion was marked by a noteworthy commitment from Chief Executive
Officers (CEQs) of various companies, These corporate leaders vowed to incorporate public
transport into their routines, promising to use it at least twice a week.

The newly launched feeder buses come in two variants, offering both air-conditioned and non-
air-conditioned options to cater to diverse passenger needs. Of these, 30 feeder buses have
been initiated from the bustling KR Puram Metro Station. This move resonates with the much
needed efforts to promote the use of public transport as a means to alleviate traffic congestion
and reduce the city's carbon footprint.

Several CEOs from tech companies, IAS and IPS officers, and other professionals chose to
experience the convenience of these feeder buses as they made their way to the Metro station.
The feeder buses are expected to maintain a commendable frequency, with buses arriving at
intervals of 5-8 minutes.

To ensure seamless connectivity and accessibility, these feeder buses have been strategically
planned to serve key routes.
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MF-1C buses departing from KR Puram Metro Station will journey through Mahadevapura,
Marathahalli Bridge, Kadubeesanahalli, Agara, before reaching Central Silk Board.

MF-2 route covers Mahadevapura, Marathahalli Bridge, Kundalahalli Gate, Graphite India, and
Garudacharpalya.

MF-3 buses Run from Kadugodi to Hopefarm, ITPL, Graphite Indiz, and AECS Layout, these
feeder buses promise increased connectivity in the city's tech corridor.

MF-4 buses commence their journey from Kadugodi and will connect passengers to
Marathahalli via Hope Farm, Varthurkodi, and Siddapura, further enhancing the reach of public
transport.

Notably, the expansion of the Bengaluru Purple Line from Baiyappanahalli to KR Puram has
significantly boosted ridership, bridging the gap between the city's IT hub and its central
regions. The new feeder buses serve as a pivotal link in this enhanced connectivity, facilitating a
smoother and more sustainable commuting experience for Bengaluru residents.

Page 31 of 42




NEWS240NLINE.COM

Bengaluru: After Metro’s Purple Line, 35 BMTC
Feeder Buses Inaugurated; Check Routes Here

The city on Wednesday got a total of 35 Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport Corporation
(BMTC) Metro feeder service buses to facilitate locals.
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Bengaluru: The city on Wednesday got a total of 35 Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport
Corporation (BMTC) Metro feeder service buses to facilitate locals. This comes following

the inauguration of purple line of Bengaluru Metro became operational.

Karnataka Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy dedicated the feeder buses that will be
operating on two routes in the Bengaluru. Speaking on the bus feeder services, the state

minister emphasized on the significant development to be made for better transportation.

He said the ministry has already mulled over and decided to roll out a few changes in
BMTC in next six months. For instance, the government has planned to purchase more
2,000 buses.

While travelling in one of the newly-inaugurated feeder buses, Reddy stated “More people
should travel in the Metro. That's why we are providing connectivity. To provide last-mile

connectivity, we have to give more buses.”

Also Read: Bengaluru Metro Purple Line Opens For Locals; Know About
Time, Fare Inside

“We are planning to purchase 2,000 more buses this year. There will be a lot of changes in

the next six months for BMTC,” added the state minister.

On the day of inauguration, CEOs, IAS officers, and IPS officers also boarded BMTC bus

from KR Puram Metro to Intel Ecospace.

Bengaluru passengers must know that the feeder will run on two
routes only. They are:

— KR Pura Metro to Silk Board via Marathahalli-Kadubisanahalli-Ibluru

— KR Pura Metro and back via Marathahalli-Kundalahalli-Graphite India

The Bengaluru Metro’s Purple Line, which is also known as the Whitefield-Challaghatta
Metro corridor was dedicated to locals on October 9. It should be know that the expansion
included 2.1-km Baiyappanahalli-KR Pura and 2.05-km Kengeri-Challaghatta sections.

These sections are are part of the 42.85 km Purple Line, stretching from Whitefield to

Challaghatta in the east and west.

Also Read: Shocking Video Shows Driver Being Dragged By Car In
Delhi’s Vasant Kunj

First published on: Oct 11, 2023 04:00 PM IST
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New BMTC feeder bus services connects Outer Ring Road to
K.R. Pura metro station in Bengaluru

October 11,2023 12:56 pm | Updated 12:57 pm IST - Bengalury

Many employees from different companies along the ORR have started utilising the bus service

THE HINDU BUREAU

\ B -

t Mini linga Reddy i d BMTC feeder bus services from K.R. Pura metro station to Central Silk Board in Bengaluru, on October 11,2023.

With the entire Purple Line of Namma Metro now operational, Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy inaugurated Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport
Corporation (BMTC) feeder bus services from K.R. Pura metro station to Central Silk Board, catering to commuters in the tech corridor of Quter Ring Road
(ORR) in Bengaluru, on October 11.

BMTC has launched feeder services on two routes originating at K.R. Pura metro station.

The first route runs from K.R. Pura to Central Silk Board, with a frequency of 5 minutes during peak hours and 8 minutes during non-peak hours.

Page 34 of 42




The second route is a circular service from-and-to K.R. Pura metro station via Marathahalli, Kundalahalli, ITPL, and Garudacharpalya, operating every 5
minutes during peak hours and every 10 minutes during non-peak hours.

BMTC has also introduced Route 3, connecting Kadugodi to Kadugodi via Hope Farm, ITPL, Graphite India, AECS Layout gate, and Route 4 from Kadugodi to
Marathahalli via Hope Farm, Varthur Kodi, and Siddapura.

@DarshanDevaiaht - Follow
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As the entire Purple line of Namma Metro is now
operational. Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy
inaugurated @BMTC_BENGALURU feeder bus services
from K R Pura Metro Station to Central Silk Board,
catering to commuters in the tech corridor of #Bengaluru
Outer Ring Road (ORR).
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On October 11 morning, Mr. Reddy, accompanied by M.V. Rajeev Gowda, Vice-Chairperson of the State Institute For The Transformation of Karnataka (SITK),
BMTC Managing Director G. Sathyavathi, Srinivas Alavilli, a fellow at WRI, and Manas Das, president of Quter Ring Road Companies’ Association (ORRCA),
boarded a bus at K.R. Pura metro station.

Many employees from different companies along the ORR also utilised the bus service.

The Personal2Public initiative launched by B.PAC and WRI India has been encouraging people to shift from personal vehicles to public transport at least twice
aweek.
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Bengaluru News: BMTC Introduces 37 Metro Feeder Buses
To Serve Outer Ring Road-East Bengaluru IT Corridor

Bengaluru's Purple Line metro services commenced yesterday, connecting Challaghatta
to Kengeri on one end and Baiyapanahalli to Whitefield on the other. The Purple Line metro
service was built for Rs 363.48 crore.

By Sahelee Rakshit Updated: Tue, 10 Oct 2023 121 PM (IST)  Source:JND
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Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport Corporation (BMTC) launched 37 new metro
feeder buses to serve the Outer Ring Road-East Bengaluru IT corridor, a day
after the Bengaluru Metro began its services on the new Purple line on Monday.
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Two new routes between Krishnaraja Puram metro station and Silk Board
intersection will be used for the metro feeder services.

Bengaluru's Purple Line metro services commenced yesterday, connecting
Challaghatta to Kengeri on one end and Baiyapanahalli to Whitefield on the
other. The Purple Line metro service was built for Rs 363.48 crore.

The new line, which connects the East-West corridor, was inaugurated without
celebration. The metro service was launched between Krishnaraja Puram and
Byappanahalli, with extensions to Whitefield.

This new metro line is said to cut down 40 per cent of the city's traffic woes,
which have been increasing over the years.

Metro Timings

Train services will start at 5 am from all stations. The last train from Whitefield
(Kadugodi) will depart at 10.45 pm and from other terminal stations at .05 pm.
Travel time- Whitefield (Kadugodi) to Challaghatta: 82 minutes

Fare: Rs 60
No of trainsets (6 coaches each): 33

No of trips: 180
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Transport Minister launches feeder bus facilities to enhance
Metro rail connectivity in Bengaluru

OAA

Days after the Metro Rail services on

PT1, OCT 11, 2023, 4:00 PM IST

the Purple LUne became fully
operational here, Karnataka
Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy
on Wednesday launched feeder bus
services between the Metro stations
and key stops on Outer Ring Road to
facilitate last mile connectivity and
reduce traffic congestion. As many
as 35 feeder buses were flagged off
by Reddy from KR Pura Metro

station.

The Minister said as of now 35
feeder buses have been provided to
ensure connectivity along the new
sections of Purple Line that became
operational from Monday. During

peak hours, bus services will be

available every five minutes and
I’le_:? for represensatian

during non-peak hours, the facility
will be available every eight minutes. Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport Corporation (BMTC) has launched feeder bus services

on two major routes starting at KR Pura Metro station. This will benefit the commuters in the tech corridor of Outer Ring Road.

According to BMTC, the first route is from KR Pura Metro station to Central Silk Board via Mahadevapura, Marathahalli bridge.

The second route involves service from-and-to KR Pura Metro station via Marathahalli, Kundalahalli, ITPL and Garudacharpalya.

Page 38 of 42




It has also Introduced another route connecting Kadugodi to Kadugodi via Hope Farm, [TPL, Graphite India, AECS Layout gate,
and another route from Kadugedi to Marathahalll via Hope Farm, Varthur Kodi and Siddapura. “If you don't give connectivity,
people will have to come by their own vehicles to the Metro station, they will have to come by aute or taxi. That will cause
pollution and further add to traffic congestion. That's why we provided connectivity to around seven-eight km of Purple Line,”
Reddy told PT1 while taking a ride in the newly launched bus feeder service from KR Pura Metro station.

Encouraging commuters to use public transport, he said, "For now, we have provided 35 buses. We will watch how the services
are being used by the public and based on that if some more buses are required, we will do the needful.” Employees of various
tech firms who took the feeder bus services from the metro station said this has come as a huge relief for them. They can now
travel smoothly without being stuck in jams and can reach their respective destinations faster without any inconvenience.
Dayna, a commuter who has been a regular on Outer Ring Road for the last 15 years, said, "I have seen how this area developed
and [ have seen the importance of this feeder line today. It is a big achievement. It is a big step towards what we call it as Silicon
Valley city Bengaluru.”

Another commuter, Shailesh Yadav said his company is located in Whitefield and with this KR Pura Metro service now being
operational, commuting has become much easier for him. "KR Pura Metro service has started, it's a huge respite. Usually, work
is not a challenge but commuting is a challenge for us. If you go in a car, it takes around two hours to reach your company.
Then there's traffic. Now that feeder buses have also been provided, the problerm with last mile connectivity Is also sorted. It is a
great help. We can reach our destination much faster without any inconvenience. Plus time is saved and that time can be
utilised in doing other things.” he said.

Kalpana Kataria, Executive Director of Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Limited (BMRCL) said, "1 find this is wonderful for the
city of Bengaluru. People can travel from Challaghatta to Whitefield straight without changing any line in 82 minutes and the
fare is also Rs 60 which is cheap. It's a comfortable ride. People who want to go to Outer Ring Road can at present get down at
KR Pura and take the feeder buses that have been started by the BMTC. We have signed an MoU with BMTC under which we
have decided to work together. BMTC will be providing the first mile and last mile connectivity for BMRCL." Meanwhile, BMTC
Managing Director, Sathyavathi G who also took the bus ride told PTL, BMTC plays a crucial role in encouraging commuters to
use public transport. With the new feeder buses being flagged off by the Minister, there will be around 314 bus trips to cover KP
Pura, Central Silk Board and Outer Ring Road, Kundalahalli and other places.

"It is very important that commuters don't have to use their two-wheelers and private cars which will also help in reducing
Bengaluru traffic. It is also very safe to use public transport,” she said.
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Companies on ORR want to buy Metro smart
cards in bulk for their employees
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Top company executives in Bengaluru are joining forces with
civic activists to promote the use of public transport by their
employees. They are working with the Bangalore ... Read More

: - 2 MY
Bigwigs from firms located on ORR accompanied transport minister
Ramalinga Reddy and officials on a newly launched BMTC feeder bus at
KR Pura Metro station
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BENGALURU: Honchos of several top companies located
along Outer Ring Road joined forces with civic activists
and other stakeholders on Wednesday, to promote use of
public transport by their employees.

The company chiefs and others accompanied transport
minister Ramalinga Reddy and other officials on board a
newly launched BMTC feeder bus at KR Puram Metro
station. The team travelled till Intel Ecospace. Determined
to promote use of public transport by its employees,
several companies along ORR are already in talks with
Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Limited on bulk purchase
of smart cards for their staffers.

ORRCA president Manas Das said: "We are persuading our
member-companies to incentives employees using public
transport. We are requesting the companies, if they can
afford, to give free passes to the employees or subsidise
them in some way." BMRCL confirmed it is getting
enquiries from companies along ORR and in Whitefield on
bulk purchase of smart cards. BMRCL chief PRO BL
Yeshawanth Chavan told TOI that a company in Whitefield
has already purchased 500 smart cards for its employees.

"At present, passengers are using contactless smart cards
and National Common Mobility Cards to travel by Metro.
We are in discussion with companies that are looking for
bulk purchase of smart cards and modalities are being
worked," the official said.
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MD of VMware, Ramkumar Narayanan, said: "Using public
transport is the way forward. Feeder services from Metro
stations make travelling more convenient for regular
commuters. When BMRCL had opened Metro services on
the Green Line, we started providing feeder services from
Yelachenahalli to our campus in JP Nagar. On ORR, once
the authorities decide on new passes, we will take
measures to incentivise employees using public transport.”

Commuters have been demanding that both BMRCL and
BMTC provide common platform for purchase of tickets.
Representatives of Slum Dwellers Foundation, Bangalore
Apartments Federation, Greenpeace, Alli Serona, Mobility
Agenda and HSR Layout Citizen Group, CiRE, BPac and
WRI India were also present. The initiative was part of
Personal2Public campaign to promote use of public
transport. Vice-chairman of State Institute for
Transformation of Karnataka, Rajeev Gowda, urged
employees to use public transport at least twice a week.

Reinstate bus-priority lane

Urban expert RK Misra said: "On priority, BBMP and
BMRCL should reinstate bus-priority lane on ORR,
wherever feasible. Now, most Metro construction on the
median of the road is complete between Iblur and KR
Pura. Barring station work areas, the priority lane can be
reinstated on this stretch.”
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